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Candlelight Vigil for Racial Justice
Tuesday, November 24th 7AM – 7PM

Carillon bells at Noon and 6:45PM

Please leave your candle on the 
table before you exit the parking lot 
in a show of unity.

At St. John’s UMC in Dover, NH we affirm God’s 
redeeming love for all, and believe each person 
possesses sacred worth and dignity. We are one 
in Christ, celebrating our diversity, 
acknowledging our differing opinions, beliefs and 
Biblical interpretations. St. John’s, a reconciling 
congregation, welcomes all persons, regardless 
of sexual orientation, gender identity, race, age, 
ethnicity, physical or mental capacity, education, 
economic status, or marital status, to full 
participation in the life and ministries of this 
church.

God our Creator, you created 
humankind in your image, and 
blessed us with your love.

Help us to show that love to one 
another as we work for equality 
for all races in education, 
housing, public services, and 
employment opportunity.

Give us strength and courage to 
speak out against injustice, and 
to work for the transformation 
of unjust systems that keep 
some in bondage: that we may 
more fully live out your kingdom 
here on earth; through Jesus 
Christ your son, who came to set 
us free.

Please visit our website at 
www.stjohnsdover.org for 
a comprehensive list of 
racial justice resources: 
books, podcasts and 
videos.

I refuse to accept the view that 
mankind is so tragically bound to the 
starless midnight of racism and war 
that the bright daybreak of peace and 
brotherhood can never become a 
reality... I believe that unarmed truth 
and unconditional love will have the 
final word. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Action is the only remedy to 
indifference: the most insidious danger 
of all.  Elie Wiesel

The beauty of anti-racism is that you 
don't have to pretend to be free of 
racism to be an anti-racist. Anti-racism 
is the commitment to fight racism 
wherever you find it, including in 
yourself. And it's the only way forward. 
Ijeoma Oluo

We invite you to reflect on 
these inspirational words.

http://www.stjohnsdover.org/


Not everything that is faced can be 
changed, but nothing can be changed until 
it is faced. James Baldwin

Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only 
light can do that. Hate cannot drive out 
hate; only love can do that. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.

It is not our differences that divide us. It is 
our inability to recognize, accept, and 
celebrate those differences. Audre Lorde

No one is born hating another person 
because of the color of his skin, or his 
background, or his religion. People must 
learn to hate, and if they can learn to hate, 
they can be taught to love, for love comes 
more naturally to the human heart than its 
opposite. Nelson Mandela

...'Black Lives Matter' simply refers to the 
notion that there's a specific vulnerability 
for African Americans that needs to be 
addressed. It's not meant to suggest that 
other lives don't matter. It's to suggest that 
other folks aren't experiencing this 
particular vulnerability. Barack Obama

Every time we turn our heads the other 
way when we see the law flouted, when 
we tolerate what we know to be wrong, 
when we close our eyes and ears to the 
corrupt because we are too busy or too 
frightened, when we fail to speak up and 
speak out, we strike a blow against 
freedom and decency and justice. Robert 
F. Kennedy

You can't separate peace from freedom 
because no one can be at peace unless he 
has his freedom. Malcom X

None of us alone can save the nation or 
the world. But each of us can make a 
positive difference if we commit ourselves 
to do so.  Cornel West

If you are a white person who would like 
to treat black people as equals in every 
way — who would like to have a set of 
association with blacks that are as 
positive as those that you have with 
whites — it requires more than a simple 
commitment to equality. It requires that 
you change your life... Malcom Gladwell

We invite you to reflect on 
these inspirational words.

How have racist ideas impacted your 
daily life?

What childhood experiences did you 
have with friends or adults who were 
different from you?

How deep is your interest in 
eradicating racism?

What action are you willing to take to 
systematically change the inequalities?

How interested are you 
- in unifying 
- in being united as human beings, 
no one inferior 

- to hold Americans accountable for 
racist behavior?

We invite you to reflect on 
these inspirational words.

Please reflect on your response to 
these questions.


